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How much does it cost to study masters in 
architecture in the USA?​
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A Master of Architecture (M.Arch) in the USA is a professional, graduate-level degree that 
prepares students for a career as a licensed architect, typically requiring a 2-3 year program 
focusing on architectural design, theory, and practice. Studying for a Masters in Architecture 
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in USA can cost anywhere from $20,000 to $60,000 per year, depending on the university, 
location, and your lifestyle. In this blog, we will study the total cost of a master’s degree in 
Architecture in the USA for local and international students. 
 
Key Highlights About MS in Architecture in USA: 
 

●​ Curriculum: Students engage in studio projects, research, and potentially a 
thesis or capstone project to showcase their design and research skills.  

 
●​ Duration: The Masters in Architecture in USA typically spans two to three years, 

depending on the applicant's prior architectural education. 
 

●​ Accreditation: Many M.Arch programs are accredited by the National 
Architecture Accrediting Board (NAAB), which is crucial for licensure.  

 
●​ Licensure: Upon completion of the program, graduates are eligible to pursue 

professional registration as an architect.  
 

●​ Focus: The Masters in Architecture Courses emphasize advanced 
architectural studies, including design, building technology, history, theory, urban 
planning, and sustainable design. 

 
●​ Specializations: Some programs offer specializations in areas like urban design, 

sustainable design, or architectural technology.  
 

●​ Career Paths: Graduates can pursue careers in architectural design, urban 
planning, construction management, and related fields. 

Masters in USA for Indian Students: Insights & Benefits 
Many reasons indicate why the USA is a better choice for students pursuing an MSc 
Architecture, such as Academic Excellence, Career prospects, Post-Study Work Visa, 
Tech Hub, Global experience, etc. Let’s explore them: 
 

●​ Career prospects: For Indian students, the USA provides good career 
opportunities and workshops. You also have the advantage of networking and 
global networks. 

●​ Post-Study Work Visa: The USA offers an excellent post-study work visa 
program that allows international graduates to stay and work in the country for up 
to two years. 
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●​ Academic excellence: It offers a wide range of academic programs and majors 
in research and technology for international students. 

●​ Tech Hub: USA is home to leading tech companies like Google, Facebook, and 
Microsoft. 

●​ Global experience: Studying in the USA is a better option for Indian students. 
Students also do pieces of training, which help them assemble their valuable 
experience. 

Explore the Cost of a Masters in Architecture in USA 

Tuition:  
The tuition fees for a Masters in Architecture in USA typically range from $20,000 to 
$60,000 per year.  

Living Expenses:  
You'll also need to factor in living expenses, which can include housing, food, 
transportation, and other daily necessities, potentially ranging from $15,000 to $25,000 
annually.  

Visa Costs:  
The student visa application processing fee can range from $400 to $600.  

Other Costs: 
Don't forget to budget for books, supplies, visa fees, and personal expenses.  

Example Universities and Costs: 
●​ Harvard University: Tuition is around $59,488 per year, plus living expenses of 

approximately $18,018.  
●​ Columbia University: First-year tuition for the Master of Architecture is around 

$65,100.  
●​ Cornell University: Tuition can be around $58,586 annually.  
●​ University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA): Tuition is approximately 

$32,858 per year.  



 

Conclusion 

A Master in USA has become one of the most popular destinations for education 
among global students, Students gladly choose the USA for Studying Abroad for many 
reasons, such as intense analysis, prestigious universities, cultural diversity, career 
opportunities, and multicultural learning. Masters in Architecture in USA can cost 
anywhere from $20,000 to $60,000 per year, depending on the university and lifestyle, 
program duration, and specific course chosen. In this blog, we will study the cost of 
education in the USA for Indian and global students. 

CTA (Call To Action) 
Unlock your professional career in the USA. Get personalized 1:1 counseling to guide 
your journey to success. Secure your future with expert advice and a world-class 
education. Start your Study Abroad journey with Education Vibes today! 
 

https://educationvibes.in/country/Study-Abroad/USA
https://educationvibes.in/
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